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department, even though he often retains the privilege of
reporting direct to the public on the state of their health.
Our doctors have ceased, however, to be the only paid
priests of Aesculapius.
On the preventive side we have evolved the sanitary
inspector, formerly ill-famed as the inspector of nuisances,
armed with statutory powers of abatement in all that concerns
our bodily nourishment and our material environment, and
his female co-adjutor, the health visitor, who tries by gentler
methods to improve our personal hygiene, especially in cases
of maternity, infancy and tuberculosis.
And the art of healing would be nowhere without the nurse,
who is perhaps the only permanently useful product of
German romanticism. For it was in the 1830's that the protest-
ant pastor of Kaiserswert near Diisseldorf set about imitating
the Roman Catholic nursing orders of the counter-reformation.
He found English visitors and imitators. And one of these,
Florence Nightingale, was sent out by a neighbour of her
father's who happened to be Secretary of State for War, to
imitate the French Catholic sisters in the Crimea. A dozen
years later, in the very time when the biggest poor-law infir-
maries were beginning to develop into hospitals, trained nurses
were available in small numbers for poor-law work. Twenty
years later again, part of the women's jubilee offering to Queen
Victoria was set aside to found the Queen's Institute of District
Nursing to improve the means of nursing the sick poor in
their homes. And this voluntary organization, now all but
sixty years old, has been at the service of our county authorities
for all manner of health-visiting and maternity work.
(Hi)    The social administrator.
A third kind of specialist is the official who administers
income-security services. His field of discretion is far more
restricted than that of either the teacher or the health worker.
He has to determine the facts and apply the law. He is thus
essentially an adjudicating officer. To some small extent he

